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26 March 2008

The Public Law Project wins LSC contract for Public Law

The Public Law Project (PLP) has been awarded the new contract to provide Specialist Support advice on Public Law by the Legal Services Commission (LSC). PLP was previously funded by the LSC to supply specialist Public Law advice and training alongside other providers. Under the new contract PLP will be the sole provider in the area of Public Law.

Under the new contract, PLP will continue to offer free specialist advice to all advisers and lawyers working within the Community Legal Service (CLS) on any public law matter, including:
· Social security law – eg delays, fairness in adjudication and appeal processes, Discretionary Housing Payments, maladministration. 

· Community care and health – withdrawal or reduction in services, closure of day centres, individual entitlements. 

· Education – school reorganisations, admissions & exclusions. 

· Discrimination in the provision of public services. 

· Public Funding – access to legal aid. 

PLP will provide advice on:

· The substantive law. 

· Judicial review grounds. 

· Procedure or tactics, including complaints procedures and the Ombudsmen. 

· Making applications for public funding. 

· Any other relevant issue. 

New extended advice line opening times:

Mondays – Fridays: 10pm to 4pm

For lawyers or advisers working in an organisation that provides advice as part of the CLS, the phone number is 0808 808 4546. For advice agencies currently working outside of the CLS, or not-for-profit organisations which provide advice, the phone number is 020 7697 2198. 
For more information contact: 

Hannah Jones, The Public Law Project on (020) 7697 2196 / h.jones@publiclawproject.org.uk
Editors’ notes

The Public Law Project: 
The Public Law Project (PLP) is a national legal charity, set up in 1990, which aims to improve access to public law remedies for those whose access to justice is restricted by poverty or some other form of disadvantage.

Within this broad remit PLP has adopted three main objectives:

· increasing the accountability of public decision-makers;

· enhancing the quality of public decision-making;

· improving access to justice.

Public law remedies are those mechanisms by which citizens can challenge the fairness and/or legality of the decisions of public bodies and so hold central and local government and other public authorities to account. They include non-court-based remedies such as complaints procedures and ombudsman schemes and also litigation remedies, in particular judicial review.

To fufil its objectives PLP undertakes research, policy initiatives, casework and training across the range of public law remedies.
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