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Did you know?
If a public body tells you that it is going to act in a certain way, the 
courts interpret this as a promise, and may regard it as an abuse 
of power (and therefore unlawful), for the body to subsequently 
change its mind or break its promise to you. This is one of the basic 
principles of public law, the rules that govern how public bodies 
should behave.

What can you do about this?
NAVCA and the Public Law Project have come together, with 
support from the Big Lottery Fund, in an innovative venture to help 
voluntary and community organisations understand the principles 
and framework of public law.

Training
The project runs one-day workshops on a regular basis all around 
the country. These workshops are well attended; within the ýrst six 
months nearly 200 people have participated. 

Delegate feedback has been very positive:
ñFeel much more conýdent (and gutted that I did not know this 
information years ago, it could have saved a few projects!)ò 
delegate, Milton Keynes
ñVery practical information that will be of enormous help in 
supporting relationships between ourselves and the statutory 
sector.ò delegate, Southampton

•

•



ñExcellent dayôs training. The workbook is the best resource 
from a course I have ever come acrossò delegate, Tamworth
ñI now know enough about public law to feel conýdent to 
incorporate it in my negotiations with public bodiesò  
delegate, York

Each session is designed to equip participants with the skills 
to negotiate effectively with public bodies on issues such as 
challenging funding cuts, failures to consult on policy changes, and 
local authority decisions concerning the provision of services.

Workshops are open to all voluntary and community organisations 
funded by, or seeking funding from, public bodies. We are sorry but 
we are unable to accept bookings from public bodies. 

The workshops aim to help you to: 
develop an understanding of the principles of public law
identify when a public body has not acted lawfully
understand the solutions available to you.

 
Advice
Our advice line provides free detailed legal advice to voluntary 
and community organisations on disputes involving public bodies’ 
decisions and failures. The team of lawyers at PLP has taken on 
many cases, with the majority resolved in favour of voluntary and 
community organisations and resulting in signiýcant funding coming 
back into the sector.

•

•
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The advice line is available to you on 020 7697 2198 at the following 
times:

Mondays 	 2pm to 5pm		  Wednesdays 	 2pm to 5pm
Tuesdays 	 10am to 1pm		  Thursdays 	 10am to 1pm

Or you may email us: evs@publiclawproject.org.uk

All voluntary and community sector organisations in England are 
able to access these services and beneýt from the provision of 
general and/or specialist legal advice and training on public law 
principles and remedies. 

How to get involved
The EVS project is here to support you in challenging decisions and 
actions made by public bodies which could be deemed ‘unlawful’. 
Three examples of possible breaches of public law are:

a failure to hold promised consultations
a failure to make decisions using a set process
a failure to deliver on promises that would give beneýts 
signiýcant to your organisation.

By having an understanding of your rights under public law, many 
of these situations can be avoided. You can also promote and 
encourage stronger partnership with the public bodies you work with.

•
•
•



At only £35 per attendee 
this opportunity is too important to miss

ñReally useful and feel more people need to go on this 
type of trainingò delegate. Leeds

ñémost useful course I have attended for agesò 
delegate, Eastbourne

ñWish weôd had this years agoò 
delegate, Plymouth

Attending a training session will give you the knowledge to identify if 
a public body is acting unlawfully, to promote collaborative working 
and if necessary, challenge decisions.

If you wish to host a workshop, go to www.navca.org.uk/evs and 
download the workshop outline from the training programme page. 
This will provide you with the information you need. You can also 
use this link to download our newsletter and this information leaþ et, 
both in PDF.

For further information about the training programme, including 
dates and venues in your region, please contact:

Terry Perkins, Training Ofý cer on 0114 289 3972 
or email terry.perkins@navca.org.uk.
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