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Debt Enforcement & Public Law Remedies Seminar
Date: Monday 23 June 2008

Venue: Garden Court Chambers, 57- 60 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London WC2A 3LS
Cost: £60 + VAT (£70.50)

This practical half-day seminar will bring together expert barristers and advisers to examine the problems frequently encountered in dealing with public bodies and their methods of enforcing debt claims; tactics for dealing with these; and the public law principles of process and legality that govern public body behaviour. 

The seminar will include:
· Three sessions focused on different problem areas of debt enforcement:

- Benefit overpayments

  

- Council tax

  

- Parking penalties
· Final session by a barrister specialising in public law giving the public law perspective and an overview of process and legality arguments.
The use of the venue for this seminar was kindly donated by Garden Court Chambers.

Timetable
	10.15 – 10.30 
	Registration



	10.30 – 10.40
	Welcome and Introduction

Chair: Alan Murdie (Barrister; and Director, McKenzie Friends) 


	10.40 – 11.15
	Benefit overpayments & debt enforcement

Desmond Rutledge (Barrister, Garden Court Chambers)

This session will cover limitation period, bankruptcy, recovery through the county courts and the recovery of tax credit overpayments.



	11.15 – 11.50
	Council Tax & debt enforcement

Lyndon Sheppard (Specialist Support Officer - Money Advice
Citizens Advice Specialist Support) 

This session will look at typical problems encountered in dealing with local authorities, their enforcement agents and practices in relation to Council Tax (bailiffs; statutory demands and bankruptcy; application for commitment to prison; using discretion to ‘write-off’ uncollectable amounts), and some solutions.


	11.50 – 12.00
	Q&A / Discussion



	12.00 – 12.45
	Lunch



	12.45 – 13.20
	Parking penalties & debt enforcement (particularly in relation to disabled people)

John Kruse (Money Adviser, Redbridge CAB)

The typical problems encountered dealing with local authorities and their enforcement agents in relation to parking penalties, particularly the issue of unlawful fees, and an outline of public law strategies and arguments which are useful in resolving these disputes.



	13.20 – 13.55
	The public law perspective on debt enforcement - An overview of process and legality

Tom Hickman (Barrister, Blackstone Chambers)

The public law obligations on public authorities when deciding how to recover debts, and possible means for challenging such enforcement.


	13.55 – 14.30
	Q&A / Discussion



	14.30
	Close


Booking form

I would like to book ….  place(s) on the PLP Debt Enforcement & Public Law Remedies seminar on 23rd June 2008 in London.

Name: 





Position: 





Organisation:

Address:






Postcode:

Tel:




Fax:

Email:











Dietary requirements (if any):








Do you have any particular access requirements (please specify):








I enclose a cheque for £ ………    / Please invoice me for £……… (delete where applicable). If paying by purchase order, please raise it with your accounts department before booking. Your place will only be secure once payment is received.

Fee: £60 + VAT (£70.50) per delegate

Cancellation fees:

More than 2 weeks before event: 

£30 + VAT

Within 2 weeks of event:  


100% of full fee

Please return to: Pamela Powell, Public Law Project, 150 Caledonian Road, London N1 9RD. Tel: 020 7697 2191. Fax: 020 7837 7048. 

Email: p.powell@publiclawproject.org.uk
_1256039691.bin

